
He’s a huge Rock Star, his voice is one of the greatest in Rock/Hard Rock and 

he’s sang some of the most amazing songs of all times! What more could one 

ask for? The fact that he’s a wonderful person as well? Well, he certainly is! Joe 

Lynn Turner has come to Greece, to play live. Thanks to the efforts of Marian 

Nicolaou and Dimitris Chronis we have been able to interview him. Mary 

Asimakopoulou, our editor with the task to prepare the questions for Mr. “I 

surrender”, was keen on that, weeks prior to the interview… She was going to 

ask “different” questions. Outside music. Having read about JLT’s activities, she 

wanted to explore the human side of Turner. We all know about the artist. 

What about the human though? Not only the grand singer did respond, he gave 

us food for thought for the next decade! He’s spoken about the problems in the 

United States and his fellow Americans being brainwashed by the “strong” ones, 

he’s spoken about modern day “Babylon”, which we all experience daily. He’s 

spoken about his government, which subpoenaed him because he did charity 

shows! Are you there? Are you in shock? Well, we were! We have had the 

interview ready for months and we were wondering… When’s the right time to 

publish? Well… how about NOW? With the American elections approaching, 

with the world today interested only in touching screens… Are we just  an 

antfarm with cell phones, as JLT put it?  

 

1991! That was the first time you came to Greece?  

I believe so. Did we come here with Rainbow? 

 

Unfortunately, no… 

We never did. I guess we are not going to either… Any more! (laughs) 

 

This time you’re performing live unplugged.  

Actually, that’s how I started. I started acoustically, you know… My 

father bought me a really cheap guitar and I had my first gig when I 

was eleven years old. I played at a children’s party. Even with 

Fandango we were playing acoustically in small bars and sometimes 

we plugged a Strat or had a drummer and started to build… and 

became a full band. So I always loved acoustic, because acoustic is so 

intimate. It’s you and the wood guitar and the metal strings… You 

feel the vibrations… And this tour by the way, which George Gakis 

arranged, who’s excellent and best friend of mine… with this tour we 

wanted to do something different. We didn’t want to do Deep Purple 

and Rainbow again… I’m actually changing my old program after this 

tour. I’m gonna do original stuff, my stuff. But I wanted to do my 

influences. Some of them are Deep Purple, some of them are 



Rainbow, but we have Elvis, we have Van Morrison, Doors… we’re 

gonna play all this stuff tonight. We want the people to sing and have 

a good time. We don’t want to be formal. I just want to be relaxed 

and share the moment with the people.  

 

Do you think that when you’re playing unplugged you’re putting something 

more of your soul when singing? 

I tell you what… I’m a little rough tonight cuz I did three shows in a 

row, this is the fourth tonight. You can cover up electrically. But when 

you play acoustically… You’re naked!  

 

You have more feelings for that. 

You have to! If you don’t have those feelings and if you don’t sing 

correctly… This is naked! Stripped down, just a person and that’s it! I 

think it separates men from the boys. Not many singers can do it. 

 

You have such a huge repertoire. It must be the most pleasant headache in the 

world having to choose from the stuff you’ve done.  

Yeah... Over sixty albums… I’ve got some much in my career… I don’t 

just do Rock ‘N Roll. I’ve done movies and jingles… I develop kids at 

school back in New York. For instance, the German band Bonfire… 

They called me and said “Would you like to do a little video on the 

phone”? I said sure! Why? Because I wrote the hit single “Sweet 

Obsession”! It’s my song! I’ve done things with Michael Bolton, with 

Billy Joel and the list goes on and on. I can’t even remember half of 

those things… 

 

After this tour, would you consider doing an acoustic album? 

You know, I wouldn’t mind. In fact, George and I have this DVD at the 

Cave, which is two million years old! I believe it’s called “Palmera”? 

We released it and then we pulled it off cuz we wanted to package it. 

I’m against actually, I don’t think people have to pay for it. We’ll what 

the business people will say… I would love to do an acoustic album in 

the studio. 

 

Have you discussed it with the label people? 



Right now I’m trying to get a tour for the four Sunstorm albums. I’m 

writing stuff for a secret project with a very famous Swedish 

producer. 

 

You can tell us who… 

I can’t! (laughs) This project is gonna change your interpretation of 

me. It’s gonna be heavier, darker… Maybe middle of next year… 

 

Would you say your musical career is multi-layered? 

Yes! I’d say that. I can sing anything. And I’m not saying that in 

arrogance. My father taught me to grow up with all kinds of music. 

From Italian opera to Frank Sinatra to Classical… I do Jazz, I do 

country. I’ve got a country album in the can, twelve songs already 

recorded. I’m trying to get a label for that. It’s new country so it’s 

Pop-Rock. I don’t want to limit myself… 

 

How come we haven’t seen you in a musical yet? 

I was asked! I tell you the truth why… Even Sebastian (e.n. Bach) told 

me “It’s hard work and it doesn’t pay”. I was offered a couple of 

things. The experience; do I need it? Probably not. Would I do it ever? 

Maybe…  

 

And the tour with Sunstorm? 

At first they said we could do a show in Milan. And I said “One show 

in Milan”? We’ve got four albums!  

 

You should get four to five shows… 

We should get twelve! We should put a package together and then 

shop it. I don’t care if it’s a five hundred seat club. Why would I care? 

I’d just get there and play them!  

 

Can I ask you something different? All the fans know about your career… Can 

we explore, just for a while, Joe Lynn Turner as a person? Would you say music 

can form characters? 

I will tell you something about forming characters… Music defines the 

character, it shapes the personality.  



Also the society? 

Oh! Music is the biggest influence of the society of all cultures! In fact 

the government uses it to control people. Whether they pushed the 

Beatles or they pushed Elvis… Those people are pushing the buttons 

and they create the trends, they create the fashions, they create all 

this bullshit, right?  

 

And we all slaves… 

You are so awake, my dear! With the economic terrorism that is 

happening to Greece… 

 

You must be the only American citizen… 

I’m not an American citizen. I’m a world’s citizen. Because I travel the 

world so much… In America… they know nothing! They are the most 

ignorant people and I don’t care if you hear me saying it. Cuz I’m 

saying in the Press. They are so blind, they’re so deaf! But then again, 

most people are brainwashed by the governments and the schools 

and the churches… 

 

And TV… 

Oh, TV is number one.  

 

Do you believe that honesty could be the solution to this problem? 

Honesty? I gotta find honesty first… 

 

There’s a lot of money involved… 

Yeah! It’s a lot of money before you get to honesty… Of course 

honesty is the answer. Truth is the answer. But they are suppressing 

the truth. They are controlling the truth. And they are telling you the 

truth is not the truth. And pretty soon you’re gonna find out that 

everything you thought was real is not. Everything you thought was 

real is a lie! And I already know that. And I’m way ahead of their 

collapsing economies and things like that. And I say this to my friends 

and they look at me like “Huh”? Don’t you see what they are doing? 

They are killing us! The migrants. They are not migrants, this is an 

invasion! They’re gonna shoot you in the street! They’re gonna 



destroy your culture… Next is United States and everywhere else. And 

Trump, whether you like him or not, he says what he says and he 

doesn’t apologize. He’s right. He’s right! Look what’s going on in 

Germany! I was in Sweden… It’s collapsing! They are raping sixteen 

year old boys. Women are rapped. What’s going on with these people? 

You gotta stop them! This is not about racism. This is not about 

religion… This is about war! Allah is the god of war. And their 

philosophy, their jihad is “Everyone must be like us”. And Obama is 

Muslim… If you start me on politics, I will go for hours… 

 

So this is a constant 1984? 

It’s totally Orwellic. I gotta tell you… There are the guys with the 

black hats… and the guys with the white hats. And the guys with the 

white hats are starting to win. I read about that all day. I’ve written 

about it in my albums. The song “Babylon”, what does it say? 

“Welcome to the new world order, you’re going down like lambs to 

the slaughter”… You’re living in Babylon, man!  

 

We need more musicians like you… 

You know what? I’ve been misaligned, misjudged and underrated all 

my life. And I don’t care! The Crist said “The first shall be last and the 

last shall be first”. And that’s what gonna happen. He’s not the first 

prophet to say this, He is the most important one, let’s call it that. 

What He says on the bible, and I’m a student of the bible, it’s all 

happening right now. You call it prophecy? Maybe it’s aliens with a 

timeline movement that saw the future? Maybe we are nothing but 

an antfarm with cellphones? These guys will blow us out! They are so 

greedy, they are so evil… Look at the United States. Obama, Clinton, 

Bush… Why do you think they hate Trump so much? Because he 

doesn’t need their money, he speaks the truth… And I’m telling you. 

I’m not necessarily all about Trump, but he’s the only hope we have. 

Who are we going to let in? Hillary, the criminal?  

 

Have you seen Moore’s documentary about 9/11? 

9/11 was an inside job. You know, I just hope your listeners, your 

viewers know what I’m talking about. If you don’t, learn! Before it’s 

too late for you. 

 



I just have one last question… Joe Lynn Turner of the 21st century… What is 

he up to? 

Hehe… secret projects. And re-inventing myself and having fun. With 

my life… And trying to live before I die. I believe every minute is 

important, I believe every person you meet along the path is 

important. You are the music! You know, I went to Crimea for some 

charity shows. I was a subpoenaed by the Treasury Department of 

the United States. Because it’s a sanction region. If you are a clown 

and you go to Crimea and make a child laugh, you are providing a 

sanction service! It was there where I met Medvedev, before he 

became president and then prime minister. He came to the concert 

and it was all over the internet and they subpoenaed me! So, about 

25.000 dollars later, in lawyer fees, I’m finally clean. And I’m so happy 

about that. But those motherfuckers… They did that because I went 

to a foreign country to make people happy… And if you think Greece 

is in crisis, wait till it happens in the United States. Because those 

people in the United States… they don’t know how to sacrifice.  

Mary Asimakopoulou  
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