
The band of the healthy-thinking man, the legendary group from 

the Emerald City, the city of rain, coffee, technology, airplanes and 

amazing melody; Queensryche! The boys are going through their 

most spectacular period, since the 2012 “facts”. They constantly 

tour, supporting their latest – and simply splendid – album, 

“Condition Human”. It’s really hard to achieve making an interview 

when the band is on tour, when the members have a million things 

to do every day and play in a different city every night, however it’s 

less hard when you’ve got the ryche (right) people to help out with 

that. Tina Peek is the main character in this story; she’s the one 

who made this interview happen. The next step was… Michael 

Wilton opening his skype. Our most sincere thanks to Tina and – 

naturally – the band of the mighty Ryche! 

 

How’s the tour going so far? 

Well, first and foremost, thank you for having me! Hello to 

all our fans in Greece! The tour for 2016 has been going 

strong… We are doing great, having fun… Now we have a 

little bit of time off and we are getting ready for rehearsals 

for the next leg of the tour. Queensryche is moving forward, 

doing the whole Live “Human Condition” Tour.  

You have also announced European dates… 

Yeah, that is correct! We are lucky enough and thankful 

enough to get back to Europe and pull a small festival 

together and do a four-five week tour that we are working 

on, so it will be a great time for Queensryche to get back to 

Europe! We are excited to get back!  

“Condition Human” was released last October. What’s the feedback 

you’ve been getting? 

We’ve done the release of “Condition Human” on Century Media 

Records and we’ve been touring solid and doing tons of 

press. Interviews after interviews… If you are on the 

Internet, you can see all of the reviews, which have been all 

amazing! With “Condition Human” we have charted in 

countries we haven’t charted in, ten to fifteen years. We are 



very happy with this album and we will continue to do 

interviews as such we are doing today. The promotion is 

going well and we are happy it’s been received so well and 

that it’s been received all over the world. That’s very good 

and we are very happy in the Queensryche Land!  

Would you say it’s the next step for you guys? 

Yeah… “Condition Human” is obviously a natural evolution 

in Queensryche’s history. This version with Todd LaTorre 

has taken off very well. Queensryche has moved, reached 

out to everybody in the world… We always try to evolve 

with each album… You know, that’s what people love about 

Queensryche. They’re not quite sure about what they are 

gonna hear next. We try to keep that going and it’s great 

that “Condition Human” has been received so greatly in all 

levels.  

“Guardian” is one of the most amazing songs we’ve listened to, over 

the last years from Queensryche… 

That’s a song written by myself, Scott Rockenfield and Todd 

LaTorre. We have done three videos, as you said, one for 

“Guardian” and then the Live Wacken video for “Arrow Of 

Time” and now for “Eye9” and hopefully there’s plans to do 

at least another one with Century Media, so we continue to 

promote Queensryche in all formats as much as possible 

and looking forward to do another video. 

Have you decided on which song? 

We haven’t fully decided… Everybody’s throwing ideas, 

different titles… Not a concreate decision yet but I’m sure 

that as soon as we get into meetings with the record 

company, we’ll put the news out, what’s gonna be the next 

song… 

It’s been a really creative era for the band. The whole band is 

participating now? 

Well, you know… Creativity is flowing now! What can I 

say… Everybody is able to write now, there is a democracy 



with the band. And, with that, you get a flowing of creative 

ideas from everybody. Including myself! You know, I’ve 

always been writing, constantly, so you are hearing bits and 

pieces of songs written in the past, songs we did not use. 

I’ve got quite a discography of demo material that I can 

always look at, pull ideas from or get inspiration from. So, 

plenty of ideas… “Guardian” was a song that we thought it 

should start the album. Rather than a conceptual thematic 

instrumental, we said “Let’s hit them with that song”! To 

change things sometimes, that’s what is needed. It’s a very 

powerful song… “Guardian” is currently what we are 

opening the set with the “Condition Human” tour and it 

goes over great! The chorus is really anthemic and it has a 

lot of guitar work and great drumming and bass and it’s 

really a great, true, Queensryche song.  

 

Although you are coming to Europe almost every year, Greece 

hasn’t seen you since 2006… 

I know that our agents in Europe have offers and it’s always 

a challenge to route a tour, especially in areas where there 

are so many festivals. You have to mix things up. For some 

reason Southern Europe is always a task to get everyone in 

the same page… I’m sure our promoters have reached out 

everywhere, cuz we’ve got offers from all over the world. 

We are trying, really trying to get anywhere we can but 

sometimes it’s hard to get it all organized. That kinda sucks! 

Cuz the fans suffer… So many years go by without seeing 

the band. We are doing our best to get to areas we haven’t 

been before and new areas. And that takes time… 

Is it too early to talk about the next album, the one following 

“Condition Human”? 

We’ve had some meetings and the idea was brought up by 

our record company, Century Media. They obviously picked 

up the next option in the recording contract… The plan is to 

get something going by the end of the year. Meanwhile, I’m 

sure that everybody is starting to make demos… Yeah, we 



are thinking about and the new album is going to get 

serious by the end of the year. I’m sure you are going to 

expect another release by Century Media. 

Your set includes songs from the past as well. Are you thinking 

about touching songs from the period after “Promised Land”? 

We played “Damaged” from “Promised Land” so far… It’s a 

fun song and Todd really enjoys that and we’ve put that to 

the set. Basically, we changed the set. It’s a diverse set of 

songs… We are just trying to get more “Condition Human” 

songs on the set, which will be happening later on in the 

year. As for the Queensryche early discography, it’s always 

great to add and mix things up. But when you play live, 

promoters and owners wanna hear the “standards” you 

know… So it’s a constant battle to please everybody! 

(laughs) I know that when we did the “Return To History” 

tour, a couple of years ago, we tried to concentrate on the 

albums and then a couple of songs off the self-titled, 2013 

album. Now it’s the time to focus on the “Condition Human” 

album and put some more “Condition Human” songs to the 

set. 

The audience is into the new album… 

Yeah! This one is going over really well! I think it’s because 

it has a little bit of the old and a little bit of the new and it 

blends really well. We are playing to fans that haven’t seen 

the band since the nineties. It’s always great to see so many 

people enjoying themselves and going “Oh, my gosh, I 

haven’t heard that one for so long”… Even though we play 

every night, it’s different for the audience… It’s good that 

we have a choice of so many songs that people wanna hear. 

Mike, the band has found its way with the addition of Todd? 

Queensryche has always been about evolving. To the point 

when in 1997 Chris left and we had different guitar 

players… It’s constantly been evolving and the last four 

years have been amazing! It’s been an uphill battle but 

we’ve come out all smiling and things are really great for 



Queensryche now. Bands always go through situations 

where members come and go… You know, it’s part of the 

business. The way I look at it, it’s Queensryche! 

Queensryche is what they see. They see the name, it’s on 

the Tshirts, it’s everywhere! The name and the image of the 

name is more powerful than any person in the band. For 

people and new fans, which we are getting amazingly, it’s 

been just great! The Queensryche audience is pretty diverse 

now. It’s a lot of young people. They are checking out the 

band and we’ve got the people that have been with 

Queensryche since the beginning. As a band we’ve built a 

strong bond personally… If you can see our progress over 

the last four years, it’s been going up and up. It’s been a lot 

of hard work… And now there’s more happy days in the 

Queensryche future… 

Has it ever occurred to you guys to do a one-off show with Chris? 

Oh, you’d have to ask him! (laughs) All I can say is that Chris 

is a personal friend of mine, we hang out… we have good 

times. Obviously he’s asking about the guys… Look, we’ve 

got the blessing from Chris DeGarmo! He loves what we are 

doing, he loves the guys, he’s really happy but, above and 

beyond that, to get him motivated to do anything else, 

that’s something that has to be pressed and asked to him, 

Mr. Chris DeGarmo himself! 

Thank you so much for your time! 

Thank you! Thank you to all the fans in Greece! Thank you 

for supporting Queensryche for so many years! 

Costas Koulis 


